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Black Virgin of Montserral, patrone~s of Cat-
aonia, extends her golden orh to a pilarim, who
offers a kiss in hope of blesang

Sacred Citade! of Montserrat Nests
in a Mist-clouded Crown of Pinnacles

While Spain lay under the heel of the Moors. pious
Christians retreated to the cragey heights of Mont-
serrat to venerate the Virgin Mary, whose pres-
ence, they belicved, dwelt in the holy mountain.

Near one of the lofty hermitages. a Benedicune
monastery rose in the 11th centuryi it Apurished
with reports of miracle~ worked by the Virzin
Her presence took vizible form, Spaniards sav. in
the 12th-rentury Romuane-que carving of dark
ened wood abover As the fame of the Biack
Virgin ~pread throughout the world, the devout
m multitudes climbed the steep road o the <hrine.

I 1322 a wounded soldier imped up the moun-
tain, secking solace from the Madonna Tenatius
Lovola placed his sword on the altar, kneit in
vigil throueh the night, then fase 1o renounce the
world and dedicate his Hie to ber service He
{eunded the Society of Jesur and became oosunm

Today Bencedicune monks muaintain a Zoo.onn
volume library and a printing ~hop, estabhshed
in 1499, At vespers, choirbioy - of the Excoluna
amony the olde-t conservatories in burope, anue
the “Salve Regina. " a praver that Columbus heard
every evening on his vovage to the New Worid,




